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     We honor Malala Yousafzai of Pakistan whose courageous will to live and speak up for girls’ rights to 
education not only built the foundation of her personal story, I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for 
Education and was Shot by the Taliban, but also earned her many international awards for her dedicated 
bravery, including becoming the joint recipient of the 2014 Nobel Peace Prize (shared with Kailash 
Satyarthi, an Indian who campaigns for the rights of children).   
     I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and was Shot by the Taliban is a “must-read” for 
those interested in promoting the educational rights of women globally.  Raised by a father and mother 
who understood the importance of women’s education, Malala experienced a flourishing educational 
environment.  Their fierce love for their daughter reigned in a society that favors sons and strengthened 
Malala to graciously and painstakingly demonstrate the will to live, even when, as a 15-year-old, she was 
shot by the Taliban at point blank range for speaking up regarding women’s rights to an education. 
     Although unknown outside Pakistan before being shot as she travelled home from her father’s school 
in the back of a converted truck, Malala was already a well-established public figure inside her own 
country.  She did radio interviews as a 13-year-old, speaking out for girls’ education.  Her courage in 
championing girls’ rights to education and freedom from fundamentalist restrictions in the face of 
threats is unquestionable.  Malala is a bright, articulate heroine whose story continues to inspire 
millions, as did her speech at the United Nations once she had recovered from her injuries. She is an 
example of the power of one person’s voice to inspire change in the world. 
     Malala experienced a miraculous recovery from the cowardly attack, but was forever changed.  Her 
tragedy led her from a remote valley in Pakistan to the podium of the United Nations, where on July 12, 
2013, at the first ever Youth Takeover of the UN, Malala said, “we realize the importance of light when 
we see darkness.  We realize the importance of our voice when we are silenced. In the same way, when 
we were in Swat, the north of Pakistan, we realized the importance of pens and books when we saw the 
guns.”  Malala has become a global spokesperson for women’s rights and the youngest to have ever 
received a Nobel Peace Prize, encouraging all women to empower themselves with the weapon of 
knowledge, shielding themselves with unity and togetherness. 
     I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and was Shot by the Taliban is inspirational, rich, 
and complex.  Pakistani culture and history, which is woven throughout the book, allow the reader to 
feel an infinity towards the beauty of the countryside, the courage of its people, and the complex 
cultural clashes among the Pakistani people . . . from those who support education for all to those who 
would shoot a young girl riding a bus home from school.  This book provides insight into what many 
intelligent, principled Muslim families in Pakistan want for their children and for their future – equality 
of opportunity and freedom from the crippling burdens of both poverty and religious and political 
oppression.  The reader leaves the book with a deeper understanding of what life might have been like 
during an invasion of the Taliban into an otherwise peaceful, rural Pakistani valley setting. 
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     We salute Malala Yousafzai and her parents and family who have bravely stood by her. Indeed, this is 
a young woman who has exemplified what it means to transform a tragedy into triumph and to bring 
honor to the value and human dignity of each person made in the image of God, including women 
worldwide who desire an education.  In Malala’s many public appearances since the book’s publication, 
Malala reminds us that her story is also the story of the 16 million children across the world that still 
await access to an education.  Watch for the new version of this book for young readers entitled I Am 
Malala, Young Readers Edition: How One Girl Stood Up for Education and Changed the World that 
recounts Malala’s tale of being shot at by Taliban, her life in Swat Valley under Taliban rule, and her new 
life in Britain, where she now lives and studies, written in a way that young readers will enjoy. 
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nominated for a Nobel Peace Prize in 2013. In  2014,  she was nominated again and won, becoming the youngest person to 
receive the Nobel Peace Prize.  
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Christina Lamb, OBE, is a British journalist who is currently Foreign Correspondent for The Sunday Times. She was educated 
at University College, Oxford (BA in Philosophy, Politics, and Economics) and was a Nieman Fellow at Harvard University. She 
is a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society. She has won Foreign Correspondent of the Year four times. 
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June Hetzel, Ph.D., earned her Ph.D. from Claremont Graduate School. She currently serves as the Dean of Education at 
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